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Title: Improving the speed of websites responses to search engines: website of Misurata
University (Libya) as a sample

Abstract

Background: Given that websites have become the institutions’ official and service interface,
obtaining a high-ranking position in search engine results is becoming a primary goal for successful
websites. This will increase the number of visits to these sites and thus promote their products and
services. Aim: This paper aimed at exploring the factors affecting the speed of websites response to
search engines and the required technical tools for improving site performance to enhance the
chances of the site ranking at the top of search results compared to competing websites. Moreover,
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the study examined how implementing those factors would improve the ranking performance of
Misurata University website. Methodology: Some websites’ content was analysed using various
analysis tools to determine the factors affecting the speed of response of websites: 1) Webometrics
classification to determine the classification of sites, 2) the Alexa scale to analyze the classification
factors of these sites, 3) the (PageSpeed Insights) tool to determine the speed of response of sites
and ways to improve them. In addition, we analyzied the Misurata University website for four
months. Results: The response speed of Misurata university’s website was compared before and
after implementing the proposed improvements and it showed higher response speed (from 47% to
98%) to search engines and ranking at higher levels to users. Conclusion: The study identified the
most important problems that greatly affect users’ experiences and reduce the number of visitors to
the Misurata University website, and thus obtaining a lower rating. Recommendations: The paper
presented a set of recommendations to help the management team of Misurata university website
to improve the speed of the website’s response and thus its ranking in the search-engines results.
This confirms the validity of the the study results in determining the factors affecting the response of
websites.

Keywords:
Search engine optimization, SEO, Misurata University, university classification, ranking.
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